Magoh Declaration 2024

We, the Eastern Penan from the Ulu Bareh and Magoh area, are native peoples on our land
and have lived in the forests since time immemorial. We are the last nomads in Sarawak and
forests have provided us with everything we need to live. We have always been heavily
dependent on forests for our survival and do not want further deforestation activities to
threaten our forests and our livelihoods without our consent.

Since 1987, our generation and our parents' generation have been setting up blockades to
protect our forests from deforestation. The blockades in our areas have been reported
worldwide and thanks to the blockades, we have been able to preserve some of our forests
to this day. The current Premier of Sarawak, Tun Abang Hj. Openg, was then Minister for
Penan Affairs and visited Lamin Lajang, the blockades of the Penan and Kelabit communities
in Lg Napir. On 10 October 1987, the Penan Minister commissioned the State Planning
Department to conduct a study on the Penan, which identified seven biosphere reserves
(UNESCO Man and Biosphere Reserve (MAB), 1971) for the nomadic Penan in the Tutoh,
Magoh and Limbang areas, covering 6735 km2. Despite these studies, which many decades
ago established the outstanding value of the forests and the importance of the forests for us
Penan, the biosphere reserve in our area and in most of the other proposed biosphere areas
have not yet been recognized until today.

In 1991, a delegation from the Penan and Kelabit communities embarked on a world tour
and visited 24 cities in 13 countries to gain international support for UN recognition of the
biosphere reserves identified in the government study. In the following years, we also wrote
many letters to the Sarawak government to gain support for the recognition of our forests as
biosphere reserves. After all our efforts, on 9 July 2002, we received a letter from the
Sarawak Forest Department granting us an area of 5,000 hectares in Ba’ Da’un, Magoh, for
the exclusive use of the Penan and giving us a guarantee that no further logging by
companies will be allowed in our area. (Reference Sir: DF.921.01(V11)-26). Nevertheless,
logging has continued in some parts of our area and neither the 5,000 hectares in the Ba’
Da’un area nor the suggested biosphere in the Magoh area have been realized to date.

For this reason, the signatories of this letter are addressing you today with a declaration in
favour of the Magoh Biosphere to express our absolute determination to continue to live
with and in these forests into the future, to protect them as we have done in the past and
wish to do for the future of generations to come.

Our vision of the Magoh Bioshpere Reserve is the following: 5

e

1. Save our forests, its outstanding importance for biodiversity and world’s climate

The area in the Ulu Bareh/Magoh area are until today home to very valuable forests
and watersheds with an outstanding biodiversity. Many species are listed as
vulnerable or threatened on the IUCN Red List can be found in our area, including sun
bears, clouded leopards and various hornbill species. Recent research also suggests
that there are as yet undiscovered amphibian species in the area. These forests
should remain protected and continue to be used sustainably by us.




2. Right to our land and respect for our rights

We, the Penan who live in the Magoh Biosphere Reserve area, should have the right
to continue our lives and have our right to our land recognised. We want our land and
our customary land rights to be protected and respected. We demand that the
principle of Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) according to the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) be respected in all
activities on our land. All communities must be involved in all discussions that affect
our territory and must receive all information that affects our territory.

3. Right to govern the Magoh Biosphere Reserve and generate alternative income

Article 1 of the UNDRIP states that, “Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain
and develop their political, economic and social systems or institutions, to be secure
in the enjoyment of their own means of subsistence and development, and to engage
freely in all their traditional and other economic activities.” We should have the
possibility to create alternative livelihoods, traditional and other economic and
sustainable activities. And we, the local communities, should be the one managing
the biosphere reserve.

4. Access to basic infrastructure

Like all people, we have basic needs that should be met by the state government,
such as access to clean drinking water, medical care and access to energy sources. We
would like to receive projects and support from the Sarawak state government, like
many others, and hope that we will not be neglected in the future. However, we
should also have the right to reject projects that we consider unsustainable and not
beneficial to our community and the environment.

Despite various promises by the authorities to stop logging, we, the Penan, have been
affected by logging in our ancestral territory of Ulu Bareh/Magoh for many years. We have
been fighting against logging in our area since the 1980s. With this declaration, we demand
the cancellation of all existing logging and plantation licenses that pose a threat to the
forests and Penan territory of Ulu Bareh, Magoh and Limbang area. We request that a
Biosphere Reserve designation be created for the said area. For time immemorial, we have
lived in close relationship with our environment without destroying it, which is the basic aim
of Man and Biosphere (MAB).

We wish to express our will and desire to continue living in and from our forests and to
protect and sustainably use our forests for our lives and the lives of future generations.

With this declaration we want to lay the foundation for a Magoh Biosphere Reserve for the
forests and all generations that will live in this area in the future.



Appendix 6?Proposed Magoh Bioshpere Reserve based on the proposed Bioshpere plans and
including i.e. the 5,000 hectares mentioned above.



Deklarasi Magoh 2024 -

pu'un kereja nasa' tana’, ngan bé' pu'un la'ah kompeni omok masek lem retek m¢' ngan
ala kayeu m¢', (Reference Sir:DF.921.01(VII)-26). Na' péh réh kenat ha', pu'un keto
kereja ala kayeu naneu tong jelua' retek tana' me', Tana' pejaji ¢h Juk nena' keja'ay
5000 hektar tong Ba Daun ngan retek ¢h juk neu réh biosfera tong Ba Magoh inah
peh, avé dau itey be' réh pu'un ngakun éh ngan mena' €h ngan amé,

modo éh ngan anak, ayam mé' éh s’ tenah iteu vam.




nyeliko kekat aktiviti ekonomi tradisionga] ngan kekat éh beken”.
Amé pu'un pengejam lem pitah kiney gaya' murip, jin néh urip adet asen kenat péh
urip pebelih ngan kenat péh pitan lem pitah gaya' urip ¢h jian kepéh. Kenat péh, amé
kelunan asen menyat doko amé éh ngamit biosfera rizab iteu,

tana’ lalun ngan amg pe' nasa' éh, jadi iteu néh Jah éh matek Tubun Jah lem Man and
Biosphere (MAB).

Amé kelo bara' kenin figan pengenyat mé' doko omok ngelakau pengurip mé' ngan
jian, kenat peh amé omok mihay tana’ lalun m¢' ngan jian, doko omok nakai mé' jin
hun iteu pah avé anak ngan ayam m¢' vam,



=
e

pei Magoh Biosfera Rizab, bé' éh ngan usah amé tengé
anak, ayam mé' éh muzip dau sa' tenah vam.

Ngan ha' pengakun iteu, amé
tapi' amé poko éh ngan kekat

Tada' bua ojo jin kelunan éh murip tong I'ot Baréh, Magoh ngan Limbang,



Proposed Magoh Biosphere Reserve
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ANNEXES TO THE DECLARATION

Appendix 1: The blockades in our areas have been reported worldwide since the 1980s. For
example, in the Asia Week, Battle for the Forest, on June 20, 1987.
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Appendix 2: On 10 October 1987, the Penan Minister commissioned the State Planning
Department to conduct a study on the Penan.

Report on the Effects of Logging
Activities on the Penans in
Baram and Limbang Districts:

A Short Term Development
Programme

SUBMITTED TO THE SARAWAK
STATE CABINET COMMITTEE
"ON PENAN AFFAIRS

BY

s A
. JABATAN PEMBANGUNAN NEGERT
= (UNIT PERANCANG NEGERI)

JABATAN HUTAN

JABATAN PERKHIDMATAN PERUBATAN
DAN KESIHATAN

Jabatan Pembangunan Negeri
(Unit Perancang Regeri)
Petra Jaya

. Kuching.
10 Oktober 1987.



Appendix 3: The above mentioned study of the Unit Perancang Negeri identified seven

biosphere reserves for the nomadic Penan in the Tutoh, Magoh and Limbang areas, covering
6735 km2.
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Appendix 4: On 9 July 2002, a letter from the Sarawak Forest Department was granting the
Penan an area of 5,000 hectares in Ba’ Da’un, Magoh, for the exclusive use of the Penan and

with a guarantee that no further logging by companies will take place. Reference
DF.921.01(Vll)-26 '
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Appendix 5: Attached map to the letter, that shows the area of 5,000 hectares in Ba’ Da’un,
Magoh that was granted for the exclusive use of the Penan and with a guarantee that no
further logging by companies will be allowed in this area. Reference DF.921.01(VIl)-26




Signatories from the communities in the Ulu Bareh and Magoh

Name Village/Communities Signatures
Nama Kampung/Komuniti Tandatangan
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Signatories from the communities in the Ulu Bareh and Magoh

Village/Communities Signatures
Kampung/Komuniti Tandatangan
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Signatories from the communities in the Ulu Bareh and Magoh

Name Village/Communities Signatures
Nama Kampung/Komuniti
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Signatories from the communities in the Ulu Bareh and Magoh

Village/Communities Signatures
Kampung/Komuniti Tandatangan
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Signatories from the communities in the Ulu Bareh and Magoh

Name Village/Communities Signatures
Nama Kampung/Komuniti Tandatangan ...
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Signatories from the communities in the Ulu Bareh and Magoh

Name
Nama

Village/Communities
Kampung/Komuniti

Signatures
Tandatangan
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Signatories from the communities in the Ulu Bareh and Magoh
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Name Village/Communities Signatures
Nama Kampung/Komuniti Tandatangan
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Signatories from the communities in the Ulu Bareh and Magoh

Name Village/Communities Signatures
Nama Kampung/Komuniti Tandatangan
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